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$110,000

Approved

Agency:  Commerce, Community and Economic Development
Grants to Named Recipients (AS 37.05.316)

Federal Tax ID: Grant Recipient:  Chief Shakes Tribal House

Project Title: Project Type: Remodel, Reconstruction and Upgrades

Chief Shakes Tribal House - Chief Shakes Tribal House
Reconstruction/Carving SHED

State Funding Requested: $500,000 House District: 2 / A
One-Time Need

Brief Project Description:
Project funds construction of a carving facility and repairs to the Chief Shakes Tribal House and totem
poles in Wrangell.

Funding Plan: 
Total Cost of Project:  $500,000

There is no other funding needed

Detailed Project Description and Justification:
Project funds construction of a carving facility and repairs to the Chief Shakes Tribal House and totem poles in Wrangell.

Chief Shakes Tribal House is a replica of the original Shakes Tribal House and the impressive architecture of a house of
high caste among the Tlingit natives.   Located on Chief Shakes Island is in the middle of Wrangell Harbor, the tribal house
was last repaired in 1939 by the Civilian Conservation Corps.  The site is listed on the National Register of Historic Places
and is a popular visitor attraction, but is in need of rehabilitation.  Several of the of building’s main timbers and surrounding
totem poles have rotted and are in need of repair.  

The Wrangell community has led an effort to improve the site through fundraising and proposed construction of a carving
shed to facilitate this work.   Repair of the Tribal House, along with the carving facility, can bring about a unique setting
where the heritage of original settlers in Wrangell's area can be shared with residents and visitors alike.  Chief Shakes Tribal
House is a fundamental part of the culture and heritage of the Wrangell, but may become non-existent if the State of Alaska
does not step forward to assist in its preservation and repair.

Project Timeline:
FY 2011

Entity Responsible for the Ongoing Operation and Maintenance of this Project:
Chief Shakes Tribal House
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Grant Recipient Contact Information:
Name: Carol Snoddy
Address: PO Box 2021

Wrangell, AK 99929
Phone Number: (907)305-0394
Email: chsnoddy@gci.net

Has this project been through a public review process at the local level and is it a community priority? X Yes No

For use by Co-chair Staff Only:

Page 2

Contact Name: Becky Rooney
Contact Number: 907-465-3759

5:22 PM 5/4/2010






